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Can we teach kids to value clean 
water and to protect natural spaces  

from within the school classroom ? 
 
 



How can we get into the  
classroom to do that? 

 
  



 10-hours 
 6 classroom sessions 
 4 hour field trip  
 

 



 Students connect their  
own school’s watershed 
with that of the   
Chesapeake Bay 

 



 Based on a 
Community Needs 
Assessment 
conducted in 2001. 

 Program developed 
in conjunction with 
teachers: what did 
they need and how 
did they need it 
delivered? 

  
 



 Make sure there is a need 
 Hands-on 
 Age-appropriate 

 
  

 



Develop a 
program that 
teachers will 
want because 
they can’t do it 
better or 
cheaper! 



 Something teachers 
won’t do themselves… 
but want for their 
students 
 
 Make it fun or at least  
so different it stands out 
  

 



 Tied tightly to the 
standards of 
learning 

  
 



 
  
 Find a grant!  PVAS’s 

program was originally 
funded through an EPA 
B-WET grant 
 



 Piloted in 2003 in 4 
schools. 

 Currently  offered in 
14 schools, 
 53 classes during 

2012-13 
 About 1500 

students 
 







 



 
 Anything done in school MUST support learning 

objectives  
West Virginia  http://wvde.state.wv.us/policies/csos.html 
Maryland  http://mdk12.org/assessments/vsc/index.html 
Maryland  

http://marylandpublicschools.org/NR/rdonlyres/EC79E
C27-40BF-4017-894B-
63A12A89A3D1/31625/MD_ELIT_STANDARDS.pdf 

 



 Plan in advance—next semester rather than next week 
 
 
 



 Have a plan with specific objectives. 
 The principal has to agree to  
any programs 

 



 Teachers have 
goals to meet 
and non-
negotiable 
deadlines 

 Be prepared 
for last 
minute 
changes and 
snafus 
 



 
 The school secretary  is  
the most important  
person for  you to 
“make nice” with. 



 
 Using pictures of students ,  
where their face is recognizable,  
requires parental permission. 
 
 You can get a good photograph  
without showing the face. 

 
 
 





THINGS WE’VE 
LEARNED OVER TEN 
YEARS 

















We don’t know what 
they are really 

thinking. 





























 www.wvdnr.gov    
 

 
 www.wvforestry.com  

 
 

 www.dep.wv.gov          
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Program Director 
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