










Brook Trout Priority 
Catchments 
 
This updated map shows a 
detailed analysis of where 
stream restoration, 
especially forest buffer 
restoration, will sustain and 
expand brook trout 
populations. 
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Goal: Land Conservation 
“By 2012, the 
Administration, in 
collaboration with the 
Bay States, will 
develop a strategy 
that considers 
incentives for 
agricultural land, 
forestland and open 
space conservation.” 



Why Strategize? 

• 2 Million Acre Goal--demand >>supply 

• Show how working land conservation is 
necessary to meet water quality goals 
(involves local government and private sector 
in TMDL) 

• Successful Strategy:  not just how many acres 
conserved, but how managed, targeted, and 
viable are eased working lands in the long 
run? 

 



1) Information gathering and awareness 

 Federal Programs: 
• Forest Legacy, FRPP, WRP,* GRP, etc  (other related 

programs) 

 State Programs 

2) Identify opportunities and actions for 
improved conservation with these programs 

Purpose of Strategy 

* What constitutes “Working Land?” 



Farms 

• Most opportunity is on farms 
(40% of forests are part of 
farms) 

• Conservation history in Bay: 
for every 3 acres of farms: 1 
acre of forest conserved 

• Known opportunities:  
– restoration programs should 

be prioritized to conserved 
farms 

– whole farm approach; 
combine programs that 
work for conservation 

– Work with local government 
 



Forests 

• Goal to have 695,000 acres by 
2025 

• Forest Legacy Program 
• Chesapeake Forest 

Conservation Directive and 
Implementation Plans 

• State Forest Action Plans 
• The Sustaining Family Forest 

Initiative 
• Held state meetings in Spring 

2012 to hone Forest Strategy 



Issues for Both Farm and Forest Land 
Conservation in Chesapeake Region 

• Intergenerational 
transfer of lands 

• Loss of working land to 
development 

• Economic viability  

• Need for better 
targeting for 
environmental 
benefits  

• Need to be more 
strategic   



More on Scope of WLCS 

• Build upon recent, related strategic efforts (Forest 
Action Plans, FRPP plans, CBC report, etc.) 

• Focus on federal programs, and state-federal program 
interactions 

• Expanded funds, not the focus but more efficient use of 
existing funds 

• More holistic program delivery--connecting people to 
the land and to each other; and connecting programs 

• New federal roles to incentivize conservation?  More 
outreach and TA responsibility, enforcement, etc. 

• New engagement of partners (e.g., private for-profit) 
and new tools (e.g., growth offsets, PDR, zoning) 

 

 

 




